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SILK STOCKING
Bookstores will
be piling up
copies of Dinah’s
new novel, out
this month

Portraits Lydia Evans

The

write side

of 60

Dinah Jefferies didn’'t put pen to paper until her sixties,

yet her novel The Tea Planter’s Wife has spent months on the
bestseller list and catapulted her into the big time.

Here she reveals the tragedy and joy that inspired her, and
shares her must-read tips for would-be novelists

Since last September, Dinah Jefferies’
feet have not touched the ground.
Within a week of her second novel,
The Tea Planter’s Wife, being
published she was number three in
The Sunday Times’ bestseller charts.
Two weeks later she was number one,
delighting her competitive eight-year-
old granddaughter, who wouldn’t
accept anything less than the top spot
for her granny. Dinah, however,

has had little or no time to enjoy her
success because she’s had

to write like a demon to finish her
next novel, The Silk Merchant’s
Daughter, published this month.

‘'m in a daze admits Dinah. ‘Tt
feels like it’s happening to someone
else. People think youw’ll be in a state
of euphoria but yow're just getting on
with the next one. I've been so busy
I haven’t had time to celebrate yet?

The success of The Tea Planter’s
Wife was due largely to it being
picked by the Richard and Judy Book
Club and consequently piled high in
every WH Smiith in the country. “The
day I heard Richard and Judy had
chosen it was one of the best days of
my life; says Dinah. ‘I actually cried.
I couldn’t tell anyone for weeks,
although I did confide in my husband
Richard and daughter Laurel,

swearing them to secrecy. It makes
such a huge difference to sales. For it
to take off like it did, though... 'm still
bemused. To happen to me, at 67,
when people were saying, “You won’t
get published if you’re over 60..””

Dinah Jefferies cuts a trim and
trendy figure. Although we’re indoors
on a dull winter’s day, she’s wearing
dark glasses - not an affectation, but
because she suffers from migraines.

Her life has been colourful, to say
the least. She spent her childhood in
Malaya, was an au pair for an
enigmatic Italian countess, lived with
arock band in a posh hippie
commune, and now she’s a bestselling
novelist. But she has also endured
the very worst experience a mother
can have, for her beloved son Jamie
was killed in 2 motorbike accident
when he was just 14.

As she talks, Dinah uses her hands
to emphasise what she’s saying in
her clear, cut-glass accent. ‘People say,
“You sound posh” but 'm not;
she says. ‘Both my parents were lower
middle class’

She grew up moving around
Malaya with her family. Her father’s
government job was to organise the
communications and postal services
the Japanese had destroyed inthe D
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