The evocative East

Author Dinah Jeffries will sweep you away to a world of
exotic locations and emotional twists with her latest novel
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et your passports ready
and fasten your seatbelts:
a novel by Cheltenhambased author Dinah
Jefferies involves being
transported to an exotic destination where
love, mystery and complex relationships
colour the landscape as deeply as tropical
blooms.
Dinah is being compared to greats such
as Victoria Hislop and Kate Morton; yet her
style is unique. Her debut novel, The
Separation, set in Malaya in 1955, drew on
her own childhood, played out against the
backdrop of Malayan independence, which
heaved with the violence of a brutal
guerrilla war.
This month sees the publication of her
second book, The Tea Planter’s Wife, set in
colonial Ceylon – inspired by old family
stories of life in South Asia. But while
you’re reading of far-flung locations, look
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out for the Cotswolds, too - for they’re
often tucked away in Dinah’s novels.

Tell us about your books, particularly
the latest…
The Tea Planter’s Wife is a tension-filled
novel that, I hope, captures the atmosphere
of colonial Ceylon in the 1920s and 1930s. It
explores where the boundaries of love lie
for 19-year-old Gwendolyn Hooper who
steps off the steamer in Ceylon, eager to
begin her new life as a married woman. But
the husband who greets her is distant,
secretive and brooding. Laurence is forever
away working, leaving his young English
bride to explore the vast plantation alone.
Wandering into forbidden places, Gwen
finds locked doors, trunks full of dusty
dresses, a tiny overgrown grave - clues to
an unspeakable past. In this world of 1920s
racism, amid the uncertainties of a
disintegrating colonial power, Gwen soon

has something heart-breaking of her own
to hide. The Tea Planter’s Wife is about
what we feel we have to conceal from the
people we love, and what happens when
we do.

Where did the inspiration come from?
My late mother-in-law was born in India
and her family included tea planters in
India and Ceylon. The book was initially
inspired by stories she told. I was also
born in the East and my first novel The
Separation is set in Malaysia. When it was
finished, I looked across the Bay of
Bengal and spotted a little pearl-drop in
the India Ocean: Sri Lanka, once a British
colony, known as Ceylon. I already had
the idea for the core story, so it was just a
case of going to Sri Lanka, where I fell in
love with a misty tea plantation
overlooking a lake in the central
highlands.
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